PO Box 6130
Fort McMurray, AB T9H 5S1
June 30, 2022
RE: NOTICE OF APPEAL OF COURTS INTERIM ORDER IN FEDERAL COURT FILE T-993-22
We are enclosing a copy of a Notice of Appeal of the courts interim order in Federal Court File T993-22.
Council has chosen to appeal the Federal Court's Order of the Honourable Justice Aylen, dated
June 24, 2022 in Court File T-993-22, by which the Court granted an injunction restraining the
Fort McMurray 468 First Nation ("FMFN") from continuing with a referendum to amend their
Customary Election Regulations, requiring them to post a copy of the Court's order at FMFN
offices and email it to all FMFN members, expediting the application for judicial review, and
awarding the Respondent $5,000.00 in costs (the "Injunction Decision").
The injunction at issue in this case was a sweeping intrusion into FMFN's internal governance
reform process and, for this reason, FMFN submits that this creates a dangerous precedent for
all First Nations and undermines indigenous self-government, self-determination, and the
process of reconciliation. The FMFN is a self-governing First Nation with the constitutionally
protected right to determine its governance laws. An injunction is an extraordinary remedy that
should only be granted in exceptional circumstances. The FMFN seeks an order setting aside the
Injunction Decision and permitting it to resume its community-based work to reform and develop
its governance/election laws.
The Royal Commission of Aboriginal Peoples and the Truth and Reconciliation Commission's Final
Report both make important recommendations about the need to restore the law-making
traditions within First Nations, as part of the process of reconciliation. By issuing an injunction on
the eve of a referendum vote related to governance reform, the Court's order directly
undermined the lengthy and important self-government steps that this community was taking.
We are requesting that this appeal be heard on an expedited basis so that the relief sought is
capable of being effective, and will continue to update you through this process.
Respectfully,
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