T h e 4 6 8 Fo c u s
is new. It is a new way for the Nation to tell stories
about the Nation. We want to share successes and
keep people informed about the Nation and its
members. If you have any ideas for stories, please
email us at: fmfn468@fmfn468.com.

T

here is no break from keeping your word. There
is no “pause button” on honouring agreements.

We’re a small group,

A global pandemic, natural disaster, and economic downturn will
not stop Industry & Government Relations Corporation (IGRC) from
carrying out their mission: protecting membership rights, guiding
consultation, and holding industry and government partners accountable on behalf of Fort McMurray 468 First Nation.
“We continue to do a lot of work. Our days look a bit differently now
that we’re working from home, but we’re still collaborating with industry partners to make sure
our agreement with Industry and Government are being honoured. The agreements in place are
still very important and must be managed with the same level of care and detail as ever before,”
says Roni-Sue Moran, the Director of Industry & Government Relations Corporation. “It’s business
as usual for us. We’re continuing at a steady pace.”
And that’s why, when the quarantine is lifted and the world gets back to a “new normal,” the
IGRC team will be ready to ramp up and take on new projects.

but we’re very

efficient

“We’re a small group, but we’re very efficient,” says Roni-Sue, describing the five-person team
that includes Kimberly Scheers (Corporate Office Manager), Harry Cheecham (Land Use Consultation Specialist), Jeff Winsor (Government Relations Manager), and Petrina Fudge (Consultation
Manager).

In addition to the Gregoire Lake Watershed Initiative, one other project the team is especially
eager to pick up is the Knowledge Keeper program. “We are actively identifying Knowledge
Keepers in the community and invite any community member to talk with us and give us the
privilege of writing a profile about them,” says Roni-Sue.
“There are also several opportunities for youth. We want
to connect youth with Knowledge Keepers so that they
can carry on traditions and information.” We are also
working toward a Land Use Strategy that considers
Traditional Land use, current use, and desired future land
use – based on what the community tells us.
“Much of what we do involves connecting people and
resources. That’s why it’s so important to have different
segments of the Nation at the consultation meetings. We
especially want to give youth and elders – the voices of
our past and future – the opportunity to have their voices heard in these discussions. We’re working hard to

We’re working hard to make
sure that members are at the
table, can contribute their
knowledge, and benefit from
these conversations.

make sure that members are at the table, can contribute their knowledge, and benefit from these conversations.”

“To put it simply, we ensure effective relationships between the Nation and all levels of government and industry,” explains Roni-Sue. “All of us – the membership, government, and industry
– have to co-exist on the land and take responsibility for taking care of it. Stewardship is mak-

ing sure everyone is honouring agreements, regardless of what else is going on in the
world. That’s why we diligently continue to perform in
the areas of environmental monitoring, corporate governance, land use consultation, and government relations.”
All of this brings to mind a wonderful quote by author
C.S. Lewis: “integrity is doing the right thing, even when
nobody is watching.” And that’s why, in a time when the
world seems preoccupied with disaster and uncertainty,
you can trust that the IGRC team is working on your behalf, tirelessly moving the interests of the Nation forward.

Stewardship is making sure
everyone is honouring agreements, regardless of what
else is going on in the world

For more information contact:
Industry & Government Relations Corporation
320 Parent Way, Fort McMurray, Alberta T9H 5E6
587-275-1155
fortmcmurray468firstnation.ca
The IGRC team (from left to right): Petrina Fudge, Jeff Winsor,
Roni-Sue Moran, Harry Cheecham, and Kimberly Scheers.
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